He’s Alve!!

There's a painting in the back of 3t Leo's church of Jesus prophets told us that the Messiah had to die. Jesus' death isn’t &
breaking bread with the disciples he revealed himself to as they surprise. Andit's not the end.”
wealked togetheron the road to Emmaus. The artist, the late Father

Jim Hasse; 3 used parishioners as models, a reminder that Jesus is
alwan s present, among, in, and with us as we journew through life.

Entér that scene if wou will,
and imagine what it sould have
been like if wou were one of
those disciples. ¥You are sad and
depressed and sharing wour grief
and dashed hopes with wour
friends. How could this have
happened? lesus was a prophet,
a healer; a gzood friend. He came
into our homes. We shared
meals. He laughed and wept
with us. He changed our lives
Things were going to zet hetter
We thought he was the Messiah
and would save Israel Mow all of
that has changed.

&z we are talking a stranger
wealks up joins us and asks us
about our conversation. Where
has he been?? How can he not
knone wehiat had
happened? Everyone s talking
about it.

“&re you the only one in Israel who doesn’t knowe what's been
zoingon,” we ask and then begin to pour out oursense of loss and
hopelessness, Jesus the Mazarene, who was a prophet mighte in

deedand word before God and all the people was handed overto &

sentence of death and crucified byw our chief priests and rulers But
wee were hoping that he would be the one to redeem lsrael; and
besides all this it is now the third day since this took place Some
weiorme n from our group, however, have astounded us they were at
the tomb earh in the morninzand did notfind his body; they came

back and reporte d that thew had indeed seen avision of angels who
announced that he was alive, Then some of those with us went to
the tormb and found things just as the women had described, but
hirn thew did not see”

"It's over. Jesys is dead, Even the body is gone. Theré’s nothing
to hope for. Can wou see fow why we are dpset?” And in the face
of our grief, the stranger gently confronts us and savs, "You really
don’'t get jt. Look at the Scriptures. From as early as Moses the

“We Christians belreve and
know that Christ's resurrection 1s the
frue hopa of the world tho hopo that
doeas notdisappoint ”

—Popa Francis

Wihao is this guy we wonder and how can he possibly say it's not
the end Doesn't he understand how broken-hearted we are?
mavbe if we spend more Gme with him he’ll zetit but he sa0s he
was going to  another place.
“Come on,” we say, “just a3 little
bit longer. Have dinner swith us.
It's gzetting late and darkness is
descending” Reluctanth, it
seefms to ws, he agrees, The
meal’s before us now and as we
eat something is starting to feel
wvery familiar. we look up and
notice: he s taking bread and
blessing it. Didr’t Jesus do that
the |ast time we were together at
Fassover? It can’t be or mavhbe,
Just maybe it isJesus. That would
be too good to be true. He looks
at us. Hiseves are fille d with love.
[t's kil It really is lesusll oy is
anelling in our hearts, It really
isn't ower. lesus is alive. "Stay
wiith  us” we plead but he
disappears from our sichtinto the
darkne ss. 5Hll wwe know he is stll
weith Lis and alweys will be.

Thisnews is too good to just keep to ourselves—we have seen
Jesus. We recognized him in the breaking of the bread. We run
back and tell the others.

Imagining got us into a sense of what it was like for those early
disciples then, but lesus is also walking with ws and rewxealing
himself to us through the Eucharist where God reminds us that
God's love for us is so intense that God wants to feed ws and
become part of ourvery bodie s through the bread and wine. That's
amind-blowing reality. God also is pre sent with us and nourishes us
i ahd through the body of our faith community as we gather to
pray and work together. God is with and in us every moment of
every day continuing to feed and surprise us in unexpected people
and events

He's alive and so are we alive in-him—4~&He [uiat]

—dngeladnno
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